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Key messages

● In the latest week of available data, ending 1 December, 353 cases were recorded per 100,000 
population in Hackney, 35% more than the previous week. 

● London and England both recorded lower increases in incidence rates than Hackney in the latest week. 
Despite this, both geographies continue to record incidence rates higher than Hackney.

● School-aged populations recorded the highest incidence rates in the latest week of available data, 49% 
higher than the average for Hackney and the City of London.

● Testing and positivity rates have increased for LFD and PCR tests as a whole since the beginning of 
September 2021. 

● As of 28 November 2021, Hackney and the City of London were recording the fifth lowest first dose 
COVID-19 vaccination rates in England and the lowest vaccination rates for 12- to 15-year-olds. This is 
despite higher invitation rates than the NEL average for all major cohorts. 

● While overall acute bed occupancy has remained stable over the past month across NEL, critical care 
bed occupancy has increased to 92%.
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COVID-19 incidence rates have been steadily increasing since 
mid September 

● Looking at COVID-19 cases in the third wave of the 
pandemic, incidence rates peaked in the week ending 
20 July 2021 at 530 cases per 100,000 population.

● While incidence rates have remained lower than this 
peak ever since, a relatively consistent increase in 
COVID-19 has been recorded each week since mid 
September. 

● In the latest week of available data, ending 1 
December, 353 cases were recorded per 100,000 
population in Hackney, 35% more than the previous 
week. 

● London and England both recorded lower increases in 
incidence rates than Hackney in the latest week. 
Despite this, both geographies continue to record 
incidence rates higher than Hackney, at 405 and 461 
cases per 100,000 population respectively.
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Covid-19 cases by week, Hackney, 7 April to 1 December 2021

Data source: UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and population from NHS 
England National Immunisation Management Service (NIMS).



School-aged populations continue to recorded the highest 
COVID-19 incidence rates 

● Since the return of schools this academic year, 10- to 19- 
year-olds have recorded the highest incidence rates each 
week except the week ending 24 November 2021. 

● In the week ending 1 December, 10- to 19-year-olds 
recorded an incidence rate of 495 cases per 100,000 
population, 49% higher than the average for Hackney and 
the City of London.

● Between 9 September and 1 December 2021, 1.5% of 
tests taken through school mass testing returned a positive 
result in comparison to 1.4% of all LFTs. However, while 
total positivity rates for LFTs have increased to an average 
of 1.8% in the past month, positivity rates for school mass 
testing have remained stable.

● Positivity rates have also increased for PCR tests as a 
whole. In the week ending 1 December, 6.8% of PCR test 
taken by residents of Hackney returned a positive result, 
up from 3.1% in the week ending 15 September 2021. 
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Covid-19 cases by age group and week, Hackney and the City, 13 
October to 1 December 2021.

Data source: UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and population from NHS 
England National Immunisation Management Service (NIMS).



Hackney and the City of London are recording the fifth lowest first 
dose COVID-19 vaccination rates in England

● As of 5 December, 62% of Hackney’s population aged 
12+ had received a first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, 
90% of those who had received a first dose had also 
received a second, and 25% of those aged 18 and over 
who had received a second dose had also received a 
third or booster dose.

● While the number of booster vaccinations received by 
residents each week has increased relatively 
consistently since the end of September, with 7,377 
doses administered in the week ending 1 December 
2021, less than 1% (747) of completely unvaccinated 
populations received a first dose in the latest week.

● As of 28 November 2021, Hackney and the City of 
London were recording the fifth lowest first dose 
COVID-19 vaccination rates in England and the lowest 
vaccination rates for 12- to 15-year-olds.

Covid-19 vaccinations by dose number and ending week, Hackney 
and the City, 15 December 2020 to 5 December 2021

Data source: UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and population from NHS England 
National Immunisation Management Service (NIMS).*Excluding data on third doses and 
booster vaccines. 5



Hackney and the City continue to record lower vaccination 
rates than the NEL average despite higher rates of invitation

● Vaccination rates in Hackney and the City of London are 
lower than the average for NEL across most older and at-risk 
groups: As of 2 December, first dose vaccination rates:

○ CEV or aged 70 to 74: 81% in Hackney and the City 
of London vs 87% in NEL

○ COVID-19 at risk aged 16 to 64: 72% vs 79%
○ Older adult residents in care homes: 92% vs 95%

● This is despite higher invitation rates in Hackney and the City 
of London than the NEL average for all major cohorts. 

● As of 5 December 2021, White and Asian ethnicities had the 
highest vaccination rates** compared to all other groups.

● The proportion of population vaccinated with at least one 
dose varies by ward from 46% in Springfield to 70% in 
Clissold. Wards in the north of the borough continue to 
record the lowest vaccination rates. 
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COVID-19 total first dose vaccination rates by ethnic group as 
of 5 December 2021, Hackney.*

Data source: UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA). *Populations aged 0+. 
**When excluding Arab ethnicities who have a small population size in Hackney. 
CEV = Clinically Extremely Vulnerable individuals. 



Overall critical care bed occupancy in NEL has increased 
consistently each week since the end of October 

● Since the beginning of June 2021, there have been 58 
deaths recorded among residents of Hackney that were due 
to or involving COVID-19, averaging at 2.3 deaths a week. 

● In the week ending 19 November 2021, no deaths due to or 
involving COVID-19 were registered among residents of 
Hackney. Eight were registered in the previous week.

● While overall acute bed occupancy across NEL has 
remained stable over the past month, critical care bed 
occupancy has increased to 92%. As of 6 December, 16% of 
of critical care beds and 7% of general and acute (G&A) 
beds were occupied by COVID-19 patients across NEL, up 
17% and 9% respectively from the previous week.

● In the week ending 30 November, an average of 16 beds 
were occupied by COVID-19 patients each day at Homerton 
University Hospital. This is 33.3% lower than the previous 
week. 
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Average number of Homerton University Hospital beds occupied 
by Covid-19 patients each day by week, 13 Apr to 2 Nov 2021

Data source: NHS Covid-19 Hospital Activity. NEL, Leading indicators 
dashboard; NHS, COVID-19 Hospital Activity; ONS, Death registrations 
and occurrences by local authority and health board

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-hospital-activity/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard


Omicron (O) Variant
● On 26 November 2021, WHO designated Omicron, a new variant of 

COVID-19, as a variant of concern. 
● Delta remains the predominant variant in England, accounting for 

approximately 99.8% of sequenced cases from 10 October to 30 November 
2021

● Emerging evidence on the O variant indicates that it is likely to be more highly 

transmissible than Delta

● O may also be more likely to evade immunity that has been induced either by 

vaccination or previous natural infection

● Gene sequencing evidence also suggests that it is less likely to be amenable 
to treatment with therapeutic antibodies

● So far there is no evidence that this variant causes more severe disease
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Notification has been received of Omicron cases in 
Hackney in the latest week
● Currently rising numbers cases of O across the UK, not only travel-related, indicating 

community transmission

● The first case of Omicron was reported in the UK on 27 November 2021. As of 11 December 
2021,  568 cases had been reported in the UK & 174 London. 11 of these are in Hackney.

● To  increase population protection from transmission of O, last week mask mandate 

re-introduced, international travel restrictions in place for countries that currently have high 

numbers of cases, and reintroduction of day 2 PCR testing for all incoming, international 

travellers, even if vaccinated

● The numbers of people infected with the Omicron variant in the UK now appears to be 
doubling every two to three days.

● South African experience indicates that high numbers of infections are translating to high 
numbers of people admitted to hospital

● As a result, the introduction of  more robust measures, ‘Plan B’, was announced on 8 
December. This includes widening the rules on wearing face coverings, use of COVID-19 
vaccine passports and a requirement to work from home, where possible.
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Omicron Variant Characteristics
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